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Climate conflict: background

2006 Stern report - risks of major disruption

2007 UK Ministry of Defence — new sources of
Insecurity and tension

Ban Ki-Moon - major driver of war and conflict

April 2007, CNA Corporation - significant threat
to US national security interests

[ISS — existential security threat

Nobel Peace Committee - increased dangers of
violent conflicts and wars



Causal pathway of conflict over natural resources
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Climate conflict triggers?

competition for scarce resources (including
water and energy)

food insecurity,

Climate migration pressures

contraction of livelihood choices,

risks to critical infrastructure,

overstretch of societies’ adaptive capacities,
politics of resentment



States and societies more likely to
be prone to violent conflict

process of political transition

low level of economic development and
wide social disparities

large population or a high population
density

border on a neighbouring country in which
a violent conflict is being waged

have experienced violent conflict in recent
past on their own territory
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Source:German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) Climate change as a security risk, 2008



Map key:

M A: States facing a high risk of armed
conflict as a knock-on consequence of
climate change

1 B: States facing a high risk of political
instability as a knock-on consequence

: e of climate change
C: Other states

AUSTRALIA

Source: Smith and Vivekananda, A climate of conflict: the links between climate change, peace
and war (International Alert, 2007)



Food security

I W Figure I-5 - Global hunger index, 1990 and 2008
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Hunger ‘hotspots

I 1 Table -4 - Food insecurity in Asia and
the Pacific, country hotspots

Afghanistan Megal

Armenia Mew Caledonia
Azerhaijan Pakistan
Bangladesh Papua Mew Guinea
Cambodia Philipgines

Cemacrate F'Eﬂﬂ&'ﬂ- HEP.IE‘!"L" ol
Eorea

Solomon Islands

GEeprgia &ri Lanka
India Tajikistan
Indoncsia Thailand
Lex Peapla's Demooratic Republic Tirnar-Lestea
haldives Lizhekistan
Maongola Wanuatu
Myanmar iet Mam




Water stress

Preroent

Figure 1: Decline in Water Resource Per Capita (1950-2025)
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Conflict constellation: ‘Environmentally induced migration’: Key factors
and interactions

Gradual environmental degradation
or weather extremes in Region A

Phase 1: Environmentally-induced migrationp — — — — — — — — — — —
Individual attributes Vulnerability
- Bducational leval = Parcapita incoma
= Migration history — € - Populatiocn growth

Environmentally induced

Functioning institutions / conflicts o
governance structures - %C,z:ﬁ;:,ig; Ezcglsl.m "

- Disastar eary warning systems L4, - Climate-related dedling in food
= Land-use technologies oroduction

= Water management systems - Climate-related increase in

storm and flood disastars

Migration from Region A to B
||

Source:German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) Climate change as a security risk, 2008



Migration from Region Ato B

Phase 2: Migration=induced conflict — — fF — — — — —m —m —m —m — — —
Competition for resources / Ethnicity
demographics Pra— - Ghange in ethnic balanca
—Land — — Social exchusion
—Work

- Basic socisl senvicea

Reaction of destination country
Diaspora / migration networks — Granting of access and usage rights
- Size and imeraity of the disapora ] — Nor-disariminatory reguiations

= Political agenda e - Minority rights

- Financial strength

Political stability

Governance capacity - Regme type {young democracy,
- Capaciy and performancs of ) ] gurtoicracy alc.)
govamment inatitutions - Confiict hiatory

Destabilization and conflict in Region A and/or B
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Violence
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Perpetuation of the conflict constellation in other regions




The Impact of Climate Change: Two possible roads ahead

Physical consaquences of
climate change

* Melting glaciers

* Sga-level rise

# Loss of island coastline

# | ess usable land

* Droughts

* Floods

+ [azartification

* Spread of disease and
pestilznce

* Changes to crop seasons
and output

Knock-on socio-political
consequences of climate
change

* Livelihood insecurity

+ Food insecurity

* |ncreased social tension

# |ecs access to useable
water

t [acreacad trade

# Decline in hurman health

* [ncreased poverty

# Decreased physical security

* Increased migration

Bad Governance
and institutions/
patterns of violent
conflict

Risk reduction and
peacebuilding

Source: Smith and Vivekananda, A climate of conflict: the links between climate change, peace and war (International Alert, 2007)
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Sustainable and non-vielant
adaptation to consequences
of climate change

=i Strengthens good governance

"l\

Hinders climate change mitigation

Blocks adaptation
Holds back development

Exacerbates social tensions

-~/

Exacerbates physical impacts of climate change

"'\

Exacerbates knock-on consequences of climate change

Weakens already bad governance

Locks states into repeating cycles of conflict
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