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Climate conflict: backgroundClimate conflict: background

• 2006 Stern report - risks of major disruption2006 Stern report risks of major disruption 
• 2007 UK Ministry of Defence – new sources of 

insecurity and tensiony
• Ban Ki-Moon - major driver of war and conflict
• April 2007 CNA Corporation - significant threatApril 2007, CNA Corporation significant threat 

to US national security interests 
• IISS – existential security threatSS e ste t a secu ty t eat
• Nobel Peace Committee - increased dangers of 

violent conflicts and wars 





Climate conflict triggers?Climate conflict triggers?

• competition for scarce resources (includingcompetition for scarce resources (including 
water and energy)

• food insecurity, y,
• Climate migration pressures
• contraction of livelihood choicescontraction of livelihood choices, 
• risks to critical infrastructure, 
• overstretch of societies’ adaptive capacities• overstretch of societies  adaptive capacities, 
• politics of resentment 



States and societies more likely to 
b i l flibe prone to violent conflict

• process of political transitionprocess of political transition 
• low level of economic development and 

wide social disparitieswide social disparities
• large population or a high population 

densitydensity
• border on a neighbouring country in which 

a violent conflict is being wageda violent conflict is being waged
• have experienced violent conflict in recent 

past on their own territorypast on their own territory



Source:German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) Climate change as a security risk, 2008



Source: Smith and Vivekananda, A climate of conflict: the links between climate change, peace 
and war (International Alert, 2007)



Food securityy



Hunger ‘hotspots’Hunger hotspots



Water stressWater stress



Conflict constellation: ‘Environmentally induced migration’: Key factors 
and interactions

Source:German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) Climate change as a security risk, 2008





Source: Smith and Vivekananda, A climate of conflict: the links between climate change, peace and war (International Alert, 2007), g , p ( , )




